A WATERSHED
MOMENT. A VISION
FOR THE FUTURE.

wa ter shed\ n 1: the area of land that includes a particular river or
lake and all the rivers, streams, etc., that flow into 2: a critical
point in time that marks an important, often historical change of
course.
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FRESHWXOREERVATION AND BIODIVERSITY

The Thrive 2055 Vision: Convene and
champion efforts within the tristate region
to protect freshwater resources and
promote greater awareness about and
appreciation for the Southeast’s unrivaled
aquatic diversity.

The abundance of freshwater that infuses the Thrive
tristate region is unique and coveted, both as a resource
for human activity and development, and as a haven for

scores of rare freshwater species. As the region’s
population grows, Thrive will champion the stewardship of
watersheds and the conservation of freshwater systems

and species.

The Thrive tristate region is defined by a portion of the
Tennessee River watershed and its tributaries. For
thousands of years, these waters have been the lifeblood
for the natural and human communities that have
inhabited this special and beautiful landscape of hills,

hollows, towns and farms.

We are in a watershed moment.

As our region experiences a greater influx of people and
the resulting footprints of growth and development, the
people of the region must coordinate to prioritize and

protect those natural treasures that they hold most dear.

Conservation, Protection, Restoration

A three-pronged approach of conservation, protection

and restoration will ensure that present and future

generations have access to plentiful and abundant wildlife,

clean water, fresh air, wholesome food, an expansive
network of preserves, trails and greenways and

sustainable, community-driven economic growth.
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HABITAT ANCHORS AND CONNECTI

The Thrive 2055 Vision:
Protect wildlife and the habitat it needs to
flourish and endure.

The mosaic of plant and animal life is plentiful and diverse
within the Thrive tristate region and includes species that
are found nowhere else on the planet. Thrive will foster
and build alliances between public agencies, nonprofits,
and private landowners to expand the regional network of
protected lands and waters and enhance vital wildlife

preserves, refuges, and migratory corridors.
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WORKING FARMS AND FORESTLANDS

The Thrive 2055 Vision:
Promote a sustainable, regional economy
that is built around value and appreciation
for locally produced foods, materials and
goods.

The Thrive tristate region is the beneficiary of a
temperate climate, abundant rainfall, and fertile soils that
undergird a robust agricultural and forest products
industry. Thrive will support locally-driven efforts to
preserve and enhance the region’s agricultural economy.
Thrive will promote local harvests and champion
projects and initiatives that restore degraded lands and

waters for future generations.
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OUTDOOR RECREATION

The Thrive 2055 Vision: Expand
and create new regional outdoor
recreation assets that promote physical
health, environmental stewardship, and

economic prosperity.

The varied topography of the Thrive tristate region
provides myriad opportunities for outdoor recreation
along a backbone of public lands and waterways. Thrive
will be a catalyst for the continued development,
completion, and marketing of trails, blueways, cycling
routes, climbing areas, and other regional recreation

assets that link urban, suburban, and rural communities.
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CULTURAL AND HISTORIC LANDMARKS AND SCE

The Thrive 2055 Vision: Safeguard and
expand iconic cultural and historic
landmarks and scenic vistas.

There are few places in the world where the human
history is as complex or colorful as that of the Thrive
tristate region. From ancient Native American
archeological sites and Civil War battlefields to historic
courthouses, towering waterfalls, and panoramic
overlooks, this is a land of superlatives. Thrive will
celebrate the region’s extraordinary history and cultural
heritage, and champion the preservation of iconic
monuments, buildings, and scenic vistas, and other special
places that speak of the region’s unique communities and

natural treasures.




